CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 A hard disk drive, comprising: 

an enclosure having a spindle motor mounted thereto and an axial thickness; 

a magnetic disk mounted to the spindle motor for rotation relative .0 the enclosure, the 
magnetic disk having an axis of rotation and a storage area; 

an actuator mounted ,0 the enclosure and having a head for reading information from 
and/or writing information to the magnetic disk; and 

Ure enclosure also having a disk region located over a, leas, a portion of the storage area 
of the magnettc disk, the disk region having an axial thickness that is .ess than the axia, thickness 
of the enclosure to define a working magnetic gap for erasing the magnetic disk wtale .he 
magnetic disk is inside the enclosure. 

2. The hard disk drive of claim 1 , wherein the enclosure has a base and a cover, and the dtsk 
region is located on portions of both the base and the cover. 

3. The hard disk drive of claim 1, wherein the disk region is formed by an tndentation in the 
enclosure. 



The 



hard disk drive of claim 3, wherein the indentation is a rectangular notch. 



5 



The hard dxsk drive of claim 1, wherein the disk region has a length extending in a radxal 
direction, relative to the ax.s of the magnetic disk, that spans an entire radial length of the storage 
of the magnetic disk, such that the entire storage area may be erased. 



area 

6. The hard disk drive of elate, 5, wherein the disk region has a width that is transverse ,o 
the radial direction, and the width is less than a width of the enclosure 
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7 The hard disk drive of Cairn 6, wherein the enclosure comprises a base and a eover, and 

7. The hart (lis Ka5P , iffers from the width of the disk region on the cover, 
the width of rhe disk regron on the base differs trom 

, The hard disk dnve of Cairn ., wherein the working magnetic gap rednces stray magnetic 

8. The hart atsKori i.™..™ a gradient of magnetic flux 
fieids to prevent motor rotor demagnettzatron damage, and increases gr 

density as the hard disk drive is inserted into a disk erase apparatus. 
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, A system for erasing a magnetic disk in a hard d,sk drive, comprtsmg: 

a disk erase apparatus having a high strength nragnetie fe.d for erasrng a magnetic dtsk 

whilethemagneriediskisloeatedinsideaharddiskdriveassemhly; 

a hard disk drive having an eneiosure and a magnetic disk monnted ms.de the enclosure 

to enclosure, and the disk region provtding a working materia gap fo the dtsk erase app 
so <ha, me magnette disk ean he erased inside the hard disk drive assembly. 

10 The system of Cairn 9, wherein the hard disk drive assembly is inserted into a magnetic 
ap of 2 di k erase apparatus, and the magnetic gap deftnes an atria, d— t at ts grearer 

, , The system of ciaim 9, wherem the endosnre indudes a base and a cover, and the disk 
region is located on portions of both the base and the cover. 

a The system of daim 9, wherein the disk region is formed by an indentation in the 
enclosure. 

B . The system of claim 12, wherein the indentation is a rectangular notch. 

14 The system of daim 9, wherein the disk regrou has a length extending tn the mdra. 
Lion that spans an entire radral ,e„g,h of the storage area of the magnette d,k, such that 
entire storage area may be erased. 

„ The system of daim .4, wherein tire disk region has a width tha, is transverse to the 
radia. direction, and the width is less than a width of the enclosure. 
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16. The system of claim 15, wherein the enclosure comprises a base and a cover, and the 
width of the disk region on the base differs from the width of the disk region on the cover. 

17. The system of claim 9, wherein the working magnetic gap reduces stray magnetic fields 
to prevent motor rotor demagnetization damage, and increases a gradient of magnetic flux 
density as the hard disk drive is inserted into the disk erase apparatus. 
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